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A letter from the Rector 

Dear friends, 

In August the minds of those with children and 

grandchildren turn to the beginning of the school 

year. For young people as well as for teachers, 

family and carers it can give rise to mixed emotions 

from excitement to dread, to disappointment, to 

relief! 

Whether the start of the school year is good, bad or 

indifferent for us, we all have in common the 

experience of teaching and of being taught. And on 

18th August we’ll be welcoming Bishop John to lead 

our worship and bless our new statue of St Anne, 

depicted teaching the scriptures to Mary. 

St Anne is first mentioned in post-biblical writing, in 

the apocryphal Gospel of James, from around 

150CE. A church in Constantinople was named after 

her in the 6th Century, and she was a popular figure 

in the Middle Ages. But come the Reformation she 

was the subject of scorn (ironic given that Luther, 

the great reformer, is said to have prayed to her for 

protection in a thunderstorm, promising to enter 

the monastery if he were spared … which he was!). 
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Personally, I don’t think Anne is devalued by not appearing in the Bible. 

Rather, what references to her make me think of is the richness and 

importance of family, and of story. Imagining Anne reminds me that Mary, 

Jesus’ mother, was a real person with her own story that stretches 

backwards as well as forwards in time. Mary was nurtured and taught, the 

traditions of her culture and faith handed down to her, so that she in turn 

could hand them on to her child. This pattern of receiving teaching, of living 

a life that itself becomes part of the Great Story, and handing that story on 

to the next generation, has been going on throughout history. Each 

generation writes a new chapter, and it is incorporated into the story of all 

time. 

 

As we bless St Anne, perhaps we might ask what chapter of the Great Story 

of God and humanity we are writing? We live in troubled times. The 

scientific and international communities are urgently beseeching us to take 

rapid action to prevent irreversible climate change. The news reminds us of 
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injustice and hardship in all sorts of different contexts. And the scriptures 

and faith tradition passed down to us teach us that we have responsibility 

to be good stewards of creation and to work for the common good. They 

also remind us that we are citizens of the Kingdom of God, called to live 

differently, offering a beacon of light and hope in the midst of the darkness 

because of the Good News of the Gospel that we have received. We are 

faced then, with a choice – both a challenge and a wonderful opportunity – 

about how we will live, and the story we will write. 

It feels in many ways as though the story of the world that has been handed 

down to our generation is a cliff-hanger. What will the next chapter be? 

Anne chose to nurture Mary, passing on Godly wisdom. And with God, Mary 

was able to do great things in difficult circumstances. My prayer for us is 

that we too will choose to live wise, courageous, hopeful lives, and thereby 

nurture the next generation to do likewise. 

With love, Diana 
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Papua New Guinea Calling 

In 2003, my wife and I took early 

retirement to work as mission 

volunteers overseas. We were 

recruited by a small, London-based 

mission agency, Papua New Guinea 

Church Partnership (PNGCP) to be 

the first-ever National Development 

Officers for the Anglican Church in 

PNG (ACPNG). It was a job-share so 

that, culturally, Della could work 

with the women and I the men. En 

route, with mounting excitement 

and trepidation, were forewarned 

to expect a very different 

experience in ‘The Land of the 

Unexpected’ – a ‘least developed 

nation’ in UN terms, struggling to 

embrace the Stone Age and the 

Space Age in the span of a single 

generation. 

 
Arrival of container from Melbourne Diocese with 

vital supplies such as new water pump and generator. 

Imagine a country where there are 

834 different languages (a quarter 

of the world’s total) amongst the 

six, possible seven, million people. 

Most people live in remote rural, 

highland or island communities 

without electricity, shops, roads, or 

access to markets, and with little or 

no cash economy. Few have paid 

employment and over three-

quarters of the population are 

totally reliant on subsistence 

farming. Many are illiterate, 

particularly women, and most 

parents struggle to pay for even a 

basic education for their children. 

For all, the community is more 

important than the family or 

individual. TB, malaria, HIV & AIDS, 

sexual abuse, domestic violence 

and sorcery are major problems. 

The country is richly endowed with 

natural resources – pristine 

rainforests, gold, cobalt, liquid gas – 

and grossly exploited by external 

‘partners’ without benefit to the 

affected local communities. Over 

90% of the population are Christian 

and there are more than 200 
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different Christian churches. That’s 

just a glimpse of PNG! 

Converting trees to planks for building repairs 

The first Anglican missionaries 

landed in PNG in 1891, only 

reaching the heavily-populated 

highlands 50 years later. Some 

areas are still unreached. ACPNG, 

now the fifth largest of the 

mainstream churches, began as 

part of an Australian diocese. Forty 

years later, as an independent 

Province in the Anglican 

Communion, this young church has 

a wholly indigenous priesthood, 

three religious orders, and PNG 

missionaries working overseas. The 

three-fold Anglican ministry of 

preaching, teaching and healing 

provides the only education and 

health services for most 

communities served. 

ACPNG comprises more than 140 

parishes, with hundreds of 

associated outstations and chapels 

an arduous walk or paddle away, 

supported by a priest and a team of 

local catechists. Weather, terrain, 

distance and cost are formidable 

obstacles to meetings, training and 

communication. Most people 

worship daily in a church or chapel, 

which is the heart of their 

community, enjoying a fusion of 

Christian belief and local culture 

that provides a joyous liturgy rich in 

song, dance and drumming. With 

community loyalty paramount, all 

come together to grieve or 

celebrate. The lack of a cash 

economy makes it difficult to buy 

church supplies like bread, wine or 

candles, or support the priest or 

diocese. A bishop ‘on patrol’ can be 

faced with confirming hundreds of 

well-prepared, enthusiastic 

candidates. 

Imagine being a priest where, with 

no stipend available, you and your 
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family are reliant on your ‘garden’ 

and the congregation for your 

support. The weekly church 

collection may be mostly ‘produce:’ 

not helpful when you need to buy 

paraffin, second-hand clothes, or 

pay school fees. Your day might 

start at 4am, walking five or six 

miles to preside at Eucharist in an 

outlying part of your parish. You 

may not have met up with any 

fellow priests or received further 

training or printed materials since 

ordination.

 
Equal Opportunities approach to pipe-line repair! 

Your wife works the ‘garden’, cares 

for the children and elderly, cooks, 

fetches water and may also have an 

important ministry with women, 

teaching them to read, make 

clothes, understand good nutrition, 

etc. You and your family expect to 

move on every three years, often to 

an area where the tribal language 

and culture are quite different to 

yours. 

At the heart of ACPNG, with its five 

dioceses, is a small theological 

college, Newton College, where 20 

students and their families undergo 

a four-year residential training. The 

theological curriculum also includes 

basic book-keeping, administration, 

leadership, community 

development, HIV and AIDS 

awareness, to prepare the priest for 

an isolated, life-long calling. Wives 

are taught bible study, literacy, 

sewing and other essential skills to 

prepare them for their future 

ministry and local leadership role 

with women. Every afternoon, staff, 

students and their families work 

their ‘garden’ for food and also help 

maintain the building and grounds. 

There is a constant challenge to 

ensure good leadership and able 

staff for the College in such a young 

Church and country. Each 

graduation, a handful of the most 

able students go for degree-level 

study in the Solomon Islands, New 

Zealand, or in PNG Catholic or 

Lutheran institutions. There is no 

shortage of good vocations within 

ACPNG but an acute shortage of 
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basic funding for this key 

institution. 

I was delighted, therefore, when 

Vestry decided that they would like 

to create, through PNGCP, an active 

partnership link with Newton 

College over the next three years, in 

the form of an annual donation of 

£500 to support the training of one 

of the College students. This is a big 

commitment for St Anne’s, but a 

very significant encouragement for 

a College where the entire annual 

budget is only slightly more than 

the cost of a single priest in 

Scotland. I will do my best to ensure 

that we learn as much as possible 

from this relationship. 

John Rea, PNGCP Vice-Chair 

 

The college community  
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Ordination to the Priesthood 

The Rev’d Ollie Clegg, who has been on placement 

with us over the last year, is to be ordained Priest 

at a service at St Mary’s Cathedral in Edinburgh on 

Thursday 19th September at 7.30pm. I’m sure you 

will agree it has been a privilege to get to know 

Ollie during his placement at St Anne’s over the 

last year. Following his ordination to the 

priesthood he will continue his paid role at St 

Mungo’s, Balerno. 

Please pray for Ollie as he prepares for ordination. 

If you would like to attend the service to support 

and celebrate with him, you would be very welcome; it would be great if a 

few of us from St Anne’s could be there. If you plan to go please could you 

let Diana know, so that if necessary we can arrange some car-shares. 
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Introducing … Sandra Wright 

Hi, my name 

is Sandra, 

and I am 

starting my 

second year of 

three, training 

to be a Lay 

Reader with 

the Scottish Episcopal Church. This 

was totally not on my radar that 

long ago and I am still getting used 

to the fact, but am excited that God 

has called me to serve in this way. 

As part of my training, I undertake a 

placement each year to experience 

the practical aspects of the role. I 

am delighted that St Anne’s has 

agreed to provide me with a 

supported placement, and am 

looking forward to meeting you all. 

So, just a little bit about me … I am 

married to Steve and have two 

wonderful grown up daughters – 

Jennifer is at home with us; 

Charlotte is married and lives near 

Perth. They are all a great support 

and encouragement to me. We also 

have two cats and three miniature 

dachshunds, so you can probably 

gather that we are animal lovers! 

I go to St Andrew’s Church in Kelso, 

live in Greenlaw, and work full-time 

for a charity in Edinburgh. I have 

been with the Scottish Episcopal 

Church for over 2 years now and 

have quite a broad experience of 

different Christian churches: from 

Church of England in South East 

England and Devon, Methodist and 

evangelical churches in Devon, to 

Pentecostal churches in Shetland 

and Clackmannan, and a Church of 

Scotland church in the Borders 

before arriving at St Andrew’s in 

Kelso and feeling immediately at 

home there. I went on to become a 

Lay Rep for a year and as such was 

on the vestry and also serve and 

lead intercessions occasionally. As 

you can see we have moved around 

a bit! 

I am really looking forward to 

spending some time with you all at 

St Anne’s. I want to thank you for 

allowing me to come and serve you 

in whatever way I can and to learn 

from all that you do, in particular 

thanks to Diana and Liz who will be 

guiding most of my learning. 

Blessings, Sandra 
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St Anne’s Church Debt Advice service 

 

Coming soon! 

At the beginning of October we’ll be 

launching a Debt Advice Service 

from St Anne’s Church. Working 

with the Salvation Army and 

Community Money Advice Scotland, 

we’ve been planning this new 

initiative for almost a year now, and 

arrangements are well advanced. 

Initially the service will be offered 

on Tuesday mornings, from 10am – 

1pm on an appointments basis. 

Details of how to access the service 

will be published soon. 

Two debt advisors, Christine Bailey 

(Service Co-Ordinator) and Val Hale, 

have begun their training and are 

getting to grips with what they 

need to know to enable them to 

offer confidential, professional help 

to people tackling debt problems. If 

there is a debt problem in Dunbar 

(it would be great if there isn’t, but 

in many places there is…), we hope 

we’ll be able to help folk, whatever 

part of the local community they 

come from. 

 

Spreading the word 

During August and September you 

will begin to see advertising around 

the town as we spread the word 

about this important new initiative 

for Dunbar. This will complement 

the important work done by the 

Citizens Advice Bureau (which 
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unfortunately can only offer limited 

coverage in Dunbar at present). 

Could you help? We need… 

…Socialites! 

We would love some more help 

with this project. We want to be 

able to help people feel at ease 

when they are coming to St Anne’s, 

whether it be to seek help with 

debt (which can be a frightening 

and isolating experience) or simply 

to enjoy the building and spend 

some time being sociable with 

others. We would like to find a 

small team of people who could 

offer to volunteer for a couple of 

hours each on a Tuesday morning 

to be around church to offer tea, 

biscuits and company for anyone 

who might drop into the church. 

You would never be asked to work 

alone, and you don’t need any 

special skills – though a friendly 

smile and the ability to drink tea, 

make it for others and be available 

to have a chat with folk would be a 

bonus! And from October, if you 

would enjoy a bit of company and a 

cuppa you’ll be welcome to drop in 

on a Tuesday for a chat! 

 

…Fundraisers 

We also need to raise money to 

meet the costs of the centre. This is 

not something we can do from our 

main church funds given our 

current challenge to grow our 

income enough to meet the cost of 

having a full time rector on a 

permanent basis. We have received 

generous assistance with start up 

costs from the Salvation Army and a 

donation from the Rotary Club, but 

we will need to raise money to 

meet ongoing costs. Ideas and 

offers of help are welcome! 

To find out more or to 

volunteer, please speak to 

Diana. 
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REMEMBER NAGASAKI 

AND HIROSHIMA 

 

And those killed by weapons of mass destruction 

Those who authorised and carried out the bombing 

Those who stand ready to use weapons of mass 

destruction to-day 

 

A vigil of prayer for peace 

 

12 noon Friday 9th August 

 

At the Peace Pole in the grounds of St. Anne’s Church, 

Westgate, Dunbar 

 

All welcome 

 

Further information from the Rev. David Mumford: dmumford@phonecoop.coop
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Looking back … looking forward 

I was recently going through some memorabilia, and came across my great 

aunt’s Methodist class ticket from 1970. It had on the back a short guide to 

the duties of church membership, which were as follows: 

1. To come to church every Sunday. 

2. To join in fellowship with other Christians in pursuit of a deeper 

experience of Christ. 

3. To bear witness to Christ in daily life and to seek to win others. 

4. To be methodical in prayer and bible study. 

5. To receive the Holy Communion faithfully and regularly. 

6. To devote time and ability in personal service to church, neighbours and 

community. 

7. To give a worthy proportion of income to the work of God throughout the 

world, at home and overseas. 

Still relevant ... 

 

David Mumford 
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A special celebration 

From John & Nesta Sparksman 

 

25th September 1969 

We are celebrating our Golden (50th) wedding anniversary 

this year and you are cordially invited to a short service 

of thanksgiving and renewal of vows with a blessing, led 

by the Rev. Canon Paddy Allen. 

Date:  Saturday 21st September 

Time:  5pm 

Venue: St Anne’s Episcopal and Methodist Church, 

High Street, Dunbar 
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Hamsters need holidays too! 

By Fern Britton, TV Presenter, via Margaret Laidlaw 

When the children were younger, 

our summer holiday in Cornwall 

would always kick off with packing 

the car that fitted all six of us, plus 

pushchairs, beach tents, teddies, 

games, and enough fleeces, wellies 

and snacks to survive a zombie 

apocalypse. 

My husband Phil 

and I had it down to 

a tee … until pets 

came into our lives. 

The first was 

Snoopy the hamster 

– a dear little thing. My daughter, to 

whom Snoopy belonged, really felt 

that hamsters need holidays too. So 

with some compromise over a case 

of board games, Snoopy’s cage was 

accommodated. 

The following year we had a couple 

more pets: two chickens. We 

couldn’t leave them, could we? 

Chickens need holidays too. My 

suitcase was downgraded to a 

carrier bag and the chickens, happy 

in a dark, airy cardboard box, were 

tucked in next to Snoopy. 

Phil 

would 

be up 

at 5am 

to 

chivvy 

us with 

cups of tea and we’d be on the road 

by 5.15. Six humans, two chickens 

and one hamster. 

At Bristol the chickens began to 

chat to each other. How charming. 

They chatted more loudly. We 

turned the radio up. There was 

serious squawking then silence. We 

stopped at the next service station 

to open their box. Two eggs lay 

warm and perfect. Bless their 

feathery faces! They travelled with 

us for another three holidays and, 

as we got to Bristol, it was always 

the same. Snoopy ended her days in 

Cornwall, where she is buried, and 

we can never go past Bristol 

without remembering our dear 

hens. 

PS. Now we take three cats 

and a dog. 
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    The EdinburghThe EdinburghThe EdinburghThe Edinburgh    

Festival of the Sacred Arts 

at the Fringeat the Fringeat the Fringeat the Fringe    

August 11th-17th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Re-discovering the resonance between faith and art, the 

sacred and the beautiful 

Including concerts, dramatizations, talks, exhibitions, 

recitations, services. For more details please visit 

http://www.edinburghsacredartsfestival.org/ 
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Be part of the new … 

 

Creating a community that values everyone 

A Community Circle is a way of 

bringing together people from 

different parts of a community to 

build connections and share their 

complementary skills, talents, gifts 

and resources. In an environment of 

trust and openness we come 

together to share our news, and 

then also our needs, our wants, and 

anything we feel we have to offer. 

Then we simply match up the needs 

of one person with the gifts or 

resources of another, and see what 

happens! Dunbar is an ideal place 

for a really successful Community 

Circle, with a really open, 

neighbourly, but also very mixed 

community. 

Could you give us an example? 

So, maybe one person needs their 

lawn mowed every couple of 

weeks; another may need a lift to 

the hospital for a one-off 

appointment; someone else wants 

a failsafe recipe for a special 

birthday cake. No request is too 

strange! And, perhaps someone has 

an outgrown set of children’s 

clothes looking for a good home, or 

is good at proofreading, or could 

offer piano lessons, … Again, the sky 

is the limit! The only rule is that no 

money changes hands and this is 

not about exchanging one thing for 

another. It’s about helping those in 

our community who need it, and 

sharing the gifts we have. You don’t 

have to mow someone’s lawn in 

order to get a piano lesson! 
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Who is it for? Anyone! Everyone! 

Community Circles work best when 

they contain as broad a range of 

people as possible. You don’t have 

to have a need, want or offer to 

attend the group; just a desire to be 

part of the circle and an openness 

to see what might happen. I’ve seen 

a Circle in action and it’s incredible 

how many positive connections can 

be made in just an hour or two - 

you might be amazed at the needs 

you can meet and the gifts you 

discover in yourself and others! 

Sounds great! How can I get 

involved? Our plans are still at 

quite an early stage so we don’t 

have a definite time and place for 

the Dunbar Circle yet – keep an eye 

out for updates. In the planning 

stages we are looking for people 

who might be able to: 

• Help provide refreshments (i.e., 

yummy home baking); 

• Share the idea with your 

networks, getting all sections of 

the community involved; 

• Chair the meetings, ensuring that 

everyone gets a chance to voice 

their needs and offers, and we 

don’t get too bogged down 

discussing one in particular; 

• Act as a scribe, to write up the 

needs, wants and offers on a 

flipchart, along with the names of 

people interested in connecting 

with them; 

• Or folks who just want to help 

get this idea off the ground! 

If this is you, please get in touch: 

ahdavey@gmail.com or 01368 

860295. Thank you! 

Alex Davey 

PS. You can read a bit more about Community Circles at https://inclusive-

solutions.com/circles/community-circles/ and 

https://communitycirclesblog.wordpress.com/2013/11/13/making-connections-

forming-friendships-and-sharing-resources/ 
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Be-attitudes 

Blessed are those who use low energy light bulbs, 

for theirs is the light of God’s wisdom. 

Blessed are those who travel by train, 

for their lives are on God’s track. 

Blessed are those who choose a car with low fuel consumption, 

for they are in God’s fast lane. 

Blessed are those who insulate their homes, 

for theirs is the warmth of God’s love. 

Blessed are you when you put yourselves out to use energy from 

renewable sources, 

for you have kindled the flame of the future. 

 

 

 

Poem by John Polhill from the Climate Change Day of 

Prayer, submitted by Sharon Morgan 

 

  

Answer: Kidnapped, by Robert 

Louis Stevenson 

Cryptic Crossword puzzler … 

Clue: Goats asleep? 
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Sunday Readings for June & July 
If you swap with another reader, please let Diana know. 

Thank you. 
4th August 

Hosea 11:1-11; Luke 12:13-21 

 

11th August 

Hebrews 11:1-3,8-16; Luke 12:32-40 

 

18th August 

Hebrews 11:29-12:2; Luke 12:49-56 

 

25th August 

Hebrews 12:18-end; Luke 13:10-17 

 

1st September 

Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16; Luke 14:1,7-14 

 

8th September 

Philemon 1-21; Luke 14: 25-33 

 

15th September 

1 Timothy 1:12-17; Luke 15:1-10 

 

22nd September 

Readings TBC; please check with Diana 

 

29th September 

Readings TBC; please check with Diana 
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Rotas for June & July 

If you swap with another person on the rota, please let Diana 

know. Thank you. 

4th August 

Sidesman    G Harley 

Reading    C Kavanagh 

Coffee    A Swan 

Chalice    Liz G 

Intercession and Gospel Liz G 

 

11th August 

Sidesman    M Ling 

Reading    C Kavanagh 

Coffee    J Ramage 

Chalice    D Mumford 

Intercession and Gospel G Wilson 

 

18th August 

Sidesman    J Rea 

Reading    J Rea 

Coffee    J Fleming 

Chalice    S Morgan 

Intercession and Gospel S Morgan 

 

25th August 

Sidesman    J Fleming 

Reading    S Ritchie 

Coffee   A&S Dickerson 

Chalice    Liz G 

Intercession and Gospel Liz G

1st September 

Sidesman    G Harley 

Reading    C Kavanagh 

Coffee    J Ramage 

Chalice    D Mumford 

Intercession and Gospel J Fleming 

 

8th September 

Sidesman   A&S Dickerson 

Reading   M Cockburn 

Coffee    A Swan 

Chalice    S Morgan 

Intercession and Gospel S Morgan 

 

15th September 

Sidesman    M Ling 

Reading    S Ritchie 

Coffee    M&R Ling 

Chalice    Liz G 

Intercession and Gospel S Morgan 

 

22nd September 

Sidesman    J Rea 

Reading    J Rea 

Coffee   A&S Dickerson 

Chalice    Liz G 

Intercession and Gospel Liz G 
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29th September 

Sidesman    M Ling 

Reading    R Ling 

Coffee    J Fleming 

Chalice    G Wilson 

Intercession and Gospel G Wilson 

 

 
 

Pastoral Care 

Our Pastoral Team is available to make home 

visits, and to offer Home Communion, to 

anyone in need. If you or someone you know 

would value a visit, please contact Liz Gordon, 

Pastoral Coordinator, on 07802 809725. 
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Regular Services 

 

Sunday 

10:00 am - Holy Communion 

2:30 pm, third Sunday of the month - Let’s Sing 

 

Thursday 

10:30 am - Holy Communion, followed by coffee and discussion 

 

Church festivals 

10:30 am - Holy Communion, followed by coffee and discussion 

This month: St Michael & All Angels, Monday 30th September 

 

Contact Details for the Rector 

The Rev’d Diana Hall 

St Anne’s House, 1 Westgate, Dunbar, EH42 1JL. 

Tel: 07970 105 725 

Email: rector.stannesdunbar@gmail.com 

The rector’s rest day is Tuesday. 

www.stannesdunbar.org.uk 

St Anne’s Church is Scottish Charity Number SC010950 


