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A letter from the Rector 

Dear friends, 

What times we’re living in! 

Last Friday I joined an estimated 16,000 people at 

the Global Climate strike in Edinburgh. It’s only a 

year since schoolgirl Greta Thunberg was a lone 

figure striking outside the Swedish parliament but 

since then, the courage and leadership shown by 

her and other young people have helped catalyze a 

worldwide movement calling the rest of us to action 

to stop climate change. 

In the Bible, Jesus has a special regard for children. 

Not only are they the future, but they have things to 

teach us in the present. A child-like view of the 

world brings a unique sense of wonder, clarity and 

simplicity that can give us a fresh view of reality. 
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The banners waved on Friday’s 

march included slogans like 

“Save the animals” and “Our 

future in your hands” – demands 

that have no regard for the 

political and practical difficulties 

of making change happen, but 

instead cut to the heart of the 

issues we need to grapple with 

and the consequences should we fail: The United Nations estimates that 26 

million people every year (one person per second) are already being pushed 

into poverty by extreme weather and climate disasters while we carry on 

with “business as usual.” 

The voices of Thunberg and others are prophetic ones, the like of which 

have not been seen in our lifetime, calling out the need for us to act, and to 

act now. 

Meanwhile at Westminster the Supreme Court has made history by holding 

that the Prime Minister acted unlawfully when he sought the recent 

prorogation of Parliament. On its recall, as I write, Parliament remains in 

uproar, with elected representatives across the House apparently unable to 

speak civilly to one another, never mind unite and provide the stable 

government we need. It seems that while children are offering leadership, 

leaders are behaving like children. 

So how are we to respond? Well, 

like the Supreme Court, perhaps 

we can go back to first principles. 

Jesus teaches that we should love 

others and love God. And in the 

Old Testament, the prophet 

Micah reminds God’s people that 

we are to “act justly, love mercy 
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and walk humbly with God.” We might ask ourselves what this requires of 

us. What response to Brexit, to Climate Change, and to the simple 

challenges of living in our own particular circumstances will mean our whole 

lives as individuals and as St Anne’s Church respond to God’s love? We will 

need to read the Scriptures, to pray and to ask for the Holy Spirit’s help to 

know. 

May you have courage and the assurance of God’s love as you 
follow Jesus. With love, Diana 

 

 

 

 

Come join with us in… 

A service to celebrate 

joy in creation 

A Dunbar Churches’ Eco-group service 

6pm, Sunday October 27th, Dunbar Parish Church 

 

 

 

 

All welcome 

Refreshments provided  
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Charitable donations update 

As we build up our life as a Christian community, it's important that we look 

beyond our own needs to our broader community and wider Christian 

family. So, when we planned the budget for St Anne’s this year, we 

allocated £1000 for charitable donations. Your Vestry decided to split this 

budget equally between a local charity and an international one. In the last 

issue of the magazine, John Rea wrote about our international charity 

partner, Papua New Guinea Church Partnership. For our local charity, we 

chose Beach Wheelchairs. 

Beach Wheelchairs is a Scottish Charity which believes 

that everyone has the right to enjoy our beautiful 

beaches. This aligns with some of St Anne’s core 

principles: to help individuals who are disadvantaged, to 

support family and community life, and to encourage 

people to see and conserve the beauty of God's creation. 

Since July 2015, Beach Wheelchairs has helped nearly 

500 people get onto the beach and spend special time 

with friends and families in North Berwick, Seton Sands, and Portobello. 

Unlike standard wheelchairs, beach wheelchairs have large, rubber wheels 

which move easily over the sand. A 

range of chairs and mobility aids are 

available, free of charge, through 

local volunteers, and can even be 

used to allow children to take part in 

educational trips or individuals to 

attend beach weddings! In future, 

there is potential to extend the 

scheme to Dunbar’s Belhaven Bay. 

To book a beach wheelchair, call 0300 111 2112 or visit the website: 

http://www.beachwheelchairs.org/.    Juliette Fleming 
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   Inspire women’s group 

Wednesday 2nd October, 

         7.45pm for 8pm 

Diana Mackie’s house, 7 Mayville Park, Dunbar, EH42 1AH 

Featuring… 

Talk from Dunbar Rotary about their connection with Edinburgh Direct Aid, 

supporting Syrian refugees 

Knitting bee to make squares that Edinburgh Direct Aid will make into 

blankets (bring some size 5 needles and wool if you have some and like to 

knit! Spares will be available) 

Bring and buy sale to raise funds for Edinburgh Direct Aid (bring something 

to sell, some money to buy, or both) 

All women welcome! 

Looking ahead: Inspire timetable for 2019-2020 

When Where What 

6th Nov Dorothy, 7 Westpoint Ruth Campbell’s charity 

walks 

4th Dec St Anne’s Church Christmas meditation and 

craft 

19th Jan Chrissie beforehand, 

Aberford Villa, East Links 

Road  

Singing at Lammermuir 

House 

5th Feb St Anne’s Church Film night 

4th March Gillian Rae, 70 Kellie Place Sister Margaret about St 

Bey 

8th April Dunbar Church Holy Week evening event 

6th May TBC ?MAF Speaker 

3rd June Out Walk and meal 
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PET BLESSINGS 
 

All Pets Blessed! 
… accompanying humans also welcome  

 

Friday 4th October, 3-5pm 

 

@ St Anne’s Church, Westgate 

in the garden 

(in the porch if it’s raining) 
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Save the dates! 

 

Pot Luck Suppers 

Friendly, monthly meetings about topical environmental issues 

Tuesdays 8th October, 12th November, 10th December 

Belhaven Parish Hall 

Come for supper at 7pm (bring something to share) or join us for the 

presentation and discussion at 8pm 

 

Free – all welcome 

For more information email info@sustainingdunbar.org or speak 
to Diana Greene (01368 869682)  
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East Lothian Council follows St. Anne’s 

recommendation! 

Earlier this year, East Lothian 

Council held a consultation on its 

policy on climate change. On the 

initiative of our Eco-Group, the 

vestry submitted a formal response 

on behalf of St. Anne’s. It noted 

that, as Christians, we are deeply 

concerned about our 

responsibilities for stewardship of, 

and care for, the environment, 

since humanity holds the created 

order in trust under God. 

 

The vestry’s response welcomed 

the Council document and the work 

that had been put into it, but it did 

not consider that the document 

was adequately seized of the 

seriousness of the challenge posed 

by climate change. The vestry asked 

that East Lothian Council join others 

in declaring a climate emergency. It 

also asked that the document be 

radically revised so as to make clear 

and detailed proposals which could 

be effectively monitored and which 

would enable East Lothian to play 

its full part in working towards net 

zero greenhouse gas emissions. 

A few weeks ago, East Lothian 

Council unanimously declared a 

climate emergency with the support 

of councillors of all political parties. 

Let us welcome this recognition of 

the seriousness of the situation we 

face. The next task is to encourage 

the Council (and other bodies and 

enterprises) to adopt policies which 

will help effectively to counter 

climate change. 

One small subject is that of how a 

body invests its own funds. The 

Scottish Episcopal Church faced up 

to this challenge at its General 

Synod in June, where our Rector, 

Diana, was responsible for putting 

together and presenting the 

following resolution: 

“That: 

• “The ethical investment policy of 

the Scottish Episcopal Church be 

updated to reflect the moral 

imperative to divest fully from 
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fossil fuels and to extend the list 

of restricted categories for direct 

investments and pooled funds; 

• “Pending the agreement of a 

revised ethical investment policy, 

that the current ethical 

investment policy be retained; 

• “There be formed an Ethical 

Investment Advisory Group to 

develop a strategy to enable the 

Scottish Episcopal Church to 

completely disinvest from 

unethical sources of revenue.” 

This was passed by Synod, and is 

the first step towards disinvesting 

from fossil fuel extraction. 

 

So far the members of the Ethical 

Investment Advisory Group have 

yet to be appointed. Continuing 

monitoring and encouragement will 

be required to persuade the church 

to implement this decision fully. 

David Mumford 

 

Dunbar Music School 

Music Mondays 

Monday 7th October at 7:15pm 

Monday 4th November at 7:15pm 

Join us for a half hour concert in the beautiful setting of St Anne’s. 

Students of Dunbar Music School will perform. 

Open to all 

(Proceeds to charity)
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13 

 

 

Additional communions for church festivals 

 

All at 10.30am 

 

Friday 18th October – Luke 

Wednesday 23rd October – James of Jerusalem 

Monday 28th October – Simon & Jude 

Saturday 30th November – Andrew  
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Sunday Readings for October & November 
If you swap with another reader, please let Diana know. 

Thank you. 
 

September 29th – What does St. Anne’s mean to you (1)? 

1 Chronicles 29:1-14; 2 Corinthians 8:1-15 

 

October 6th – What does St. Anne’s mean to you (2)? 

Jeremiah 29:4-9; Luke 18:15-17 

 

October 13th – What does St. Anne’s mean to you (3)? 

Psalm 111; Luke 8:1-3 & 9:1-4 

 

October 20th – Methodist preacher 

1 Timothy 6:6-19; Luke 16:19-31 

 

October 27th – Methodist communion 

2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18; Luke 18:9-14 

 

November 3rd – All-age worship with Belhavenhill School 

2 Thessalonians 1; Luke 19:1-10 

 

November 10th – Remembrance Sunday 

Psalm 17; Matthew 22:15-22 

 

November 17th – 2nd Sunday before Advent 

2 Thessalonians 3:6-13; Luke 21:5-19 

 

November 24th – Christ the King – Methodist preacher 

Colossians 1:11-20; Luke 23:33-43 

 

December 1st – Advent Sunday 

Isaiah 2:1-5; Matthew 24:36-44 
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Rotas for October & November 

If you swap with another person on the rota, please let Diana 

know. Thank you. 

October 6th 

Sidesman    G Harley 

Reading    C Kavanagh 

Coffee    J Ramage 

Chalice    D Mumford 

Intercession and Gospel D Mumford 

 

October 13th 

Sidesman    M Ling 

Reading    R Ling 

Coffee    J Ramage 

Chalice    Liz G 

Intercession and Gospel Liz G 

 

October 20th 

Sidesman    J Fleming 

Reading   M Cockburn 

Coffee    R&M Ling 

Chalice    D Mumford 

Intercession and Gospel J Fleming 

 

October 27th 

Sidesman    J Rea 

Reading    J Rea 

Coffee    A Swan 

Chalice    G Wilson 

Intercession and Gospel G Wilson

November 3rd 

Sidesman   A Crowhurst 

Reading    S Ritchie 

Coffee    J Fleming 

Chalice    Liz G 

Intercession and Gospel Liz G 

 

November 10th 

Sidesman    G Harley 

Reading    C Kavanagh 

Coffee    R&M Ling 

Chalice    S Morgan 

Intercession and Gospel S Morgan 

 

November 17th 

Sidesman   A&S Dickerson 

Reading   M Cockburn 

Coffee    G Wilson 

Chalice    G Wilson 

Intercession and Gospel Liz G 

 

November 24th 

Sidesman    J Rea 

Reading    J Rea 

Coffee   A&S Dickerson 

Chalice    S Morgan 

Intercession and Gospel S Morgan 
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Regular Services 

Sunday 

10:00 am - Holy Communion 

2:30 pm, third Sunday of the month - Let’s Sing 

 

Thursday 

10:30 am - Holy Communion, followed by coffee and discussion 

 

Church festivals 

10:30 am - Holy Communion, followed by coffee and discussion 

Please see pg13 for details 

Contact Details for the Rector 

The Rev’d Diana Hall 

St Anne’s House, 1 Westgate, Dunbar, EH42 1JL. 

Tel: 07970 105 725 

Email: rector.stannesdunbar@gmail.com 

The rector’s rest day is Tuesday. 

www.stannesdunbar.org.uk 

St Anne’s Church is Scottish Charity Number SC010950 


