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A letter from the Rector
Dear friends
One of the things I love about Dunbar is the sense of
community here. We are very fortunate: from the
Basics Bank, to the Ridge, to the Community Council,
the Crunchy Carrot and many more organisations –
including the town’s churches - the community here
works well together. Our own relationship with the
Christian Youth Project continues to strengthen with
the successful move of Harbour Lights Youth Club
and Wednesday afternoon Study Space into the
Church, and these are enabling us to make new
friends with folk we haven’t previously known.
But even in a community like Dunbar there are
needs that arise that can go unseen and unspokenof. Over the last few months a small group from St
Anne’s has been exploring
whether one such need in
the town might arise from
people finding themselves in
debt.
The Bible has a great deal to
teach us both about
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financial prudence and wisdom; as well as about obtaining release for those
who are in debt (the theme of Jubilee in Leviticus 25 and 26 is all about
cancellation of debts).
Debt remains a taboo subject for many people. Yet it can have a devastating
effect on people’s wellbeing, and be very difficult to handle. And although
Dunbar does not rate particularly badly in national statistics on poverty,
there is a great deal of new housing here. In the current financial climate,
with the struggles we know many people face to make ends meet, and to
get onto the property ladder, it seems likely that there are people in need of
help.
At a recent Away Day, the Vestry spent time considering the next steps for
St Anne’s in following God’s leading in mission here in Dunbar. As part of
that, we have decided to work in partnership with the Salvation Army to
open a Debt Advice Service, from the church, alongside a small drop-in
community space offering light refreshments, one day a week to serve part
of our community where we think there may be unmet need.
The Salvation Army has an established network of debt advice centres and
significant expertise that they are willing to share with us to make this
possible. There is a good deal of planning, significant training, and some
fundraising to put in place before the venture will get off the ground.
However a steering group including Major Christine Bailey of the Salvation
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Army (one of our Thursday congregation), Rev David Mumford, Judy Dale,
Val Hale, and me, has begun planning. Hopefully our new “Souper Sunday”
lunches will also help smooth the way to us offering a mid-week social
space that can be enjoyed not only by members of the current congregation
but by people who haven’t yet experienced the warm welcome and place of
sanctuary St Anne’s can offer.
These new initiatives, along with a new House Group, are evidence that St
Anne’s continues – praise God! – to grow. As we approach Easter and
prepare to remember the death and resurrection of Jesus, may we continue
to see the hope of new life springing forth in our midst.

With love, Diana

3

Vocations Sunday – 12th May
‘Vocations Sunday’… that’s just
about clergy isn’t it? No! Everyone
has a vocation, and following it is
more of a journey than a
destination. Vocation is what
happens when we seek to discover
and live more fully into the desires
and longings God has created in us.
People are doing this in
congregations and communities
across the world – listening for
God’s voice and responding in faith
in all sorts of different ways.

reflect on the Gospel story in John
10 where Jesus describes himself as
the Good Shepherd calling his
sheep. We, the sheep, hear God’s
voice and respond. Followers of
Jesus proclaim the good news in
word and deed, work for justice and
peace, and seek to honour God in
all Creation. Each of us pursues this
in a unique way - at home, in the
community, and at work.
For example, think about St Anne’s
and the many different ways people
live out their Christian calling here.
There are people who lead worship,
who preach and teach, who make
music and nurture children, who
make coffee, serve on vestry and
tend the garden. There are people
volunteering for Harbour Lights and
other DACYP projects; and for the
Foodbank. There are folk caring for
people at home, in the church, and
in the wider community. And those
working in jobs apparently
unrelated to the Christian world,
but where they nevertheless have
the opportunity to be Jesus’ hands
and feet: in commerce, in local
government… in fact, anywhere
there are other people!

Vocations Sunday is often also
called ‘Good Shepherd Sunday’
because it gives us a chance to
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through formation, to licensing or
ordination. The discernment
process will respond to the Scottish
context, and be conducted solely in
Scotland.

Our bishops are keen to encourage,
resource, and recognise the
ministries emerging in Scottish
Episcopal congregations, and to
celebrate them as signs of new life.
Some people experience a call to
authorised ministry, as a Lay
Reader, a Deacon or a Priest. In
recent years, a healthy number of
people have offered themselves for
ordination, including a significant
number of younger candidates. We
need a steady stream of ordinands
to be formed for the future
leadership of the Church.
Discerning people’s vocation is a big
responsibility, and the way the
Scottish Episcopal Church does this
is changing this summer. There will
be a wide initial gateway for
exploring vocation, with all the
varied options considered. Bishops
will be involved from the beginning,
and a new full-time Provincial
Director of Ordinands will guide
candidates along their path,
assisted by a substantial team of
advisers, of whom I have been
asked to be one. New criteria for
selection will provide a single
integrated benchmark for assessing
candidates from first enquiry,

So what can you do?
Listen to God…
…who may be calling you to a
particular task in the Church,
whether an authorised ministry or
something else entirely.
…who may be calling those around
you, even if they do not realise it
yet.
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…who may be calling us to
something that will need many
different gifts and skills.

exciting but also scary. However,
there are lots of resources available
to help. As a starting point, I’m
always pleased to meet to listen,
pray, and offer support.

Act…
…Pray about what you sense God
saying.

I wonder, could God be calling
you to something new? Diana

…Do something about it! Sensing a
nudge to do something new can be

PICNIC IN THE PARK
Sunday 9th June

Celebrate the birth of the church on Pentecost
Gather in Lauderdale Park following the Sunday
service (12pm)
Bring your own picnic!
All welcome
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Ever thought about joining a House Group?

Are you looking…
…to explore & grow in faith?
…to deepen friendships?
…to study the bible and pray with others?
…to grow community?
Well, a group of folk at St Anne’s have recently started meeting to do just
that, and you are very welcome to join them!

For more information please speak to Diana (07970 105725) or
Val Hale
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Diocesan Synod: Regional Church News
On 9th March I attended my first
Diocesan Synod as St Anne’s Lay
Representative. I have been asked
by Diana to write about it for the
magazine! Well, for those people
who are interested in seeing our
agenda for the day and reading the
reports of the various Diocesan
boards, I recommend you visit the
Edinburgh Diocesan website at
http://edinburgh.anglican.org. Here
you will also find Bishop John’s
address to synod in full. For now, I
just want to share with you some of
my impressions of the day.

interior functions as a modern
conference space when it is not
being used for worship. The day
begins with a Eucharist service at
8.30 but for people (like me)
travelling from the outer reaches of
the diocese by bus or train, it begins
with coffee and pastries available
between 9.00 and 9.45. This is a
good chance to meet up with old
friends (in my case fellow students
from when I was training) and get
to meet people from different
churches sitting around my table.
Although there is quite a lot of
business to get through, reports to
be read and votes to be cast, the
mood of the meeting is relaxed. The
sense is that we are amongst
friends. Different opinions are
expressed and listened to with
respect. It is encouraging to note
that Mission and Ministry are given
the most space on the agenda, and
one of the highlights for me was a
presentation by a teenager
describing some creative ways of
praying, experienced while at youth
camp. As we discuss the future of
the Bishop’s Enabler of Mission
role, we acknowledge that mission

Synod is held at St Paul’s and St
George’s (“P’s and G’s”) church in
Edinburgh, which has undergone an
amazing transformation so that the
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church. For more information on
Mercy Ships go to
www.mercyships.org.

should be at the heart not just of
our Diocesan synod but of every
church and congregation
represented in the room.
Perhaps the most memorable part
of the proceedings was an inspiring
presentation in support of the
Bishop’s Lent Appeal. A retired
anaesthetist from one of the
Edinburgh churches spoke of her
experience working on one of the
‘Mercy Ships’. These ships are fully
equipped as hospitals with state-ofthe art operating theatres and
highly qualified staff who are all
self-funding volunteers. They serve
communities in some of the poorest
parts of the world, who otherwise
would have little or no access to
medical care. They stay in a place
long enough to be able to offer
support to governments in
improving infrastructure and
training. Many lives, which would
otherwise be blighted by treatable
conditions such as cataracts, cleft
palate, or benign tumours, are
transformed. For more information
on the Bishop’s Lent Appeal, please
see the poster at the back of

Synod reminds us that we are part
of the wider church of the need to
encourage and support each other.
We shared stories, around our
tables, of ways in which we are
attempting to reach out to our local
communities. It is good to be part
of something bigger.
The good news is that you don’t
have to attend Synod to have that
experience! Several people enjoyed
the Diocesan ‘Big Day’ which took
place last year. This will be followed
up this year with the Diocesan ‘Big
Sing’, on 15th June. Details will
follow but afternoon tea and a
celebratory evensong have been
promised!

Liz Gordon
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The Church Garden
The seat donated by Anne Clunas’
family is a lovely addition to the
garden and is enjoyed by many.
There is a towel in the entrance to
the church to dry it, even though
Cuthbert thinks it has been put
there for him to sit on!

With spring on the way it is time to
start getting the garden looking
pretty. A small number of us give a
very small amount of time to try
and keep the garden tidy and
looking good. If you have any time
to help us, that would be great.
There are lots of little tasks such as
weeding, grass edging, deadheading and putting out the brown
bins. We are also trying to plant
flowers and greenery for the flower
arrangers to use in the church.

The church Eco Group are involved
too and, so far, we have put up bird
boxes and bug houses and have
created wild areas to protect the
wildlife. The children are making
bug homes too and Harbour Lights
are going to help with summer
planting.

If anyone has any spare snowdrops
in the green that they would like to
donate, that would be wonderful. It
is lovely to see all the bulbs popping
up, showing us that spring is on the
way. We always need more
compost, so if anyone has any to
spare please get in touch with me.

I am at the garden on Thursdays,
either morning or afternoon, for a
couple of hours. If you would like to
join me on Thursday (or another
day, if that doesn’t suit), please ring
me on 07500 060866. Gill Harley
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Thy Kingdom Come
St Anne’s will be open for a FULL 24
HOURS and we will be looking for
24 (or more!) volunteers to sign up
to pray for an hour each (even in
the wee small hours – which, as
those who have done it before will
tell you, can be some of the most
wonderful times you will ever
spend in church).
This won’t simply be traditional
prayer time (although there will be
plenty of space and quiet to be still
if you would like). There will be
creative prayer stations provided to
give inspiration and ideas about
ways and subjects about which you
might like to pray. There will also be
a special child-friendly zone and a
slot allocated specifically for
children to explore resources just
for them!

Thy Kingdom Come is a global
prayer initiative running from
Ascension Day (30th May) to
Pentecost (9th June), inviting
Christians around the world to pray
between those dates for more
people to come to know Jesus
Christ.

Keep your eyes peeled for
confirmation of the date of the 24hour event and to sign up! Or to
offer help in organising things,
please contact Diana.

We are one of more than ten
churches in the Edinburgh Diocese
who will each host 24 hours of
continual prayer in church during
this period.

Thank you
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Community Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday 20th April
Starting at the Parish Church Hall @ 10am

An Easter Eggstravaganza
for all the family!*
Follow clues to find a series of letters (and treats!)…
Stop and get a selfie with any Easter characters you meet en route…
The clues will lead you to a final location to enjoy well-earned
refreshments and claim a prize!

FREE!
Facebook: @DunbarEasterEggHunt

*Children should be accompanied by an adult
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Three Trees
Once there were three trees on a
hill in the woods. They were
discussing their hopes and dreams
when the first tree said, “Someday I
hope to be a treasure chest. I could
be filled with gold, silver and
precious gems. I could be decorated
with intricate carving and everyone
would see the beauty.”

Finally the third tree said, “I want to
grow to be the tallest and
straightest tree in the forest. People
will see me on top of the hill and
look up to my branches, and think
of the heavens and God and how
close to them I am reaching. I will
be the greatest tree of all time and
people will always remember me.”

Then the second tree said,
“Someday I will be a mighty ship. I
will take kings and queens across
the waters and sail to the corners of
the world. Everyone will feel safe in
me because of the strength of my
hull.”

After a few years of praying that
their dreams would come true, a
group of woodsmen came upon the
trees. When one came to the first
tree he said, “This looks like a
strong tree, I think I should be able
to sell the wood to a carpenter,”
and he began cutting it down. The
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The second tree was cut and made
into a small fishing boat. His dreams
of being a mighty ship and carrying
kings had come to an end.

tree was happy, because he knew
that the carpenter would make him
into a treasure chest.
At the second tree the woodsman
said, “This looks like a strong tree. I
should be able to sell it to the
shipyard.” The second tree was
happy because he knew he was on
his way to becoming a mighty ship.

The third tree was cut into large
pieces, and left alone in the dark.
The years went by, and the trees
forgot about their dreams.
Then one day, a man and woman
came to the barn. She gave birth
and they placed the baby in the hay
in the feed box that was made from
the first tree. The man wished that
he could have made a crib for the
baby, but this manger would have
to do. The tree could feel the
importance of this event and knew
that it had held the greatest
treasure of all time.

When the woodsmen came upon
the third tree, the tree was
frightened because he knew that if
they cut him down his dreams
would not come true. One of the
woodsmen said, “I don't need
anything special from my tree, I'll
take this one,” and he cut it down.

Years later, a group of men got in
the fishing boat made from the
second tree. One of them was tired
and went to sleep. While they were
out on the water, a great storm
arose and the tree didn't think it
was strong enough to keep the men
safe. The men woke the sleeping
man, and He stood and said,
“Peace,” and the storm stopped. At
this time, the tree knew that it had
carried the King of Kings in its boat.

When the first tree arrived at the
carpenters, he was made into a
feed box for animals. He was then
placed in a barn and filled with hay.
This was not at all what he had
prayed for.
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way, always know that God has a
plan for you. If you place your trust
in Him, God will give you great gifts.

Finally, someone came and got the
third tree. It was carried through
the streets as the people mocked
the man who was carrying it. When
they came to a stop, the man was
nailed to the tree and raised in the
air to die at the top of a hill. When
Sunday came, the tree came to
realize that it was strong enough to
stand at the top of the hill and be as
close to God as was possible,
because Jesus had been crucified on
it.

Each of the trees got what they
wanted, just not in the way they
had imagined.
We don't always know what God's
plans are for us. We just know that
His 2ays are not our ways, but His
ways are always best.

John Sparksman

The moral of this story is that when
things don't seem to be going your
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Pancake Pandemonium!
were then consumed at lightning
speed!

Harbour Lights Youth club has been
settling into St Anne’s since moving
from the Methodist Church in
January. We have also been hosting
Study Space, which gives children a
quiet space to do homework,
supported by adults, after school on
Wednesdays. The children who
have been coming to both have
quickly adopted St Anne’s as home.
We are also beginning to look at
offering hospitality (a cuppa and
space to chat) for the adults who
care for these young people, and to
look at ways to offer the children
the opportunity to engage with
other parts of the church’s life.

There was (of course!) a pancake
flipping competition, won by
Cameron from Harbour Lights, who
managed over 110 flips in 60
seconds! I wonder if his record will
be broken next year…?
With a turnout of more than 60
people, excellent fun was had by all
in what turned out to be a great
opportunity for people from
different parts of the community to
meet and eat together. I think we
can safely say a (re)new(ed)
tradition has been established!

So, after school on Shrove Tuesday
the doors of St Anne’s were thrown
wide for a pancake extravaganza!
Young folk from Harbour Lights, St
Anne’s and beyond, mingled with
adults from similarly diverse
backgrounds – all arriving armed
with an array of sugar-rush-inducing
toppings to share. A small army of
volunteers cooked pancakes which
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Making a Difference
During our lifetime we make a difference to the life of the Church in many
ways. We may give love, friendship and support to each other; time and
energy to church and community activities (locally and further afield); and
financial support to provide the catalyst (St Anne’s) for this.
When we shuffle off our mortal coil we may not appreciate it, but we can
still continue to make a difference. Obviously we can no longer give our
time and energy (although Diana does keep talking about the Spirit moving
in mysterious ways…), but the legacy of the love, friendship and support
we gave remains and is remembered. This note is to ask you to think about
another way you can make a difference: through a financial legacy. If you
are in a position to do so, please consider the needs of St Anne’s in your
will by leaving a legacy to the Church. Think of it as a final way of
continuing to make a difference.
Thank you

The next meeting of St. Anne’s Eco-Group will be
on 24th April at 10.30am, in church.
Following our Churches Together Earth Hour event at the end of
March, we’ll be discussing where to take the eco-group next.

Come along if you’d like to be involved!
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Eco-matters: Concern for Creation
Ecumenical eco-group meeting with Paul Wheelhouse MSP
The Scottish parliament will be
debating a Climate Bill in March,
and campaigners are lobbying their
Members of the Scottish Parliament
(MSPs) on the importance of taking
ambitious action to cut climate
change emissions. On 25th January a
group of people from several local
churches, including Dunbar Parish,
St Anne’s, Quaker and Roman
Catholic, met with Paul
Wheelhouse, an SNP member for
South Scotland. We expressed the
Christian concern to be good
stewards of the created world, and
loving neighbours to all those with
whom we share this planet.

WWF, we put forward the case for
strong action to drastically curb
Scotland’s polluting emissions in the
next 10 years, and to reduce net
carbon emissions to zero by 2050 at
the latest (a pledge already made
by Sweden, France and Iceland). Mr
Wheelhouse was very wellinformed (he had previously been a
Climate Change Minister) and
receptive to both the technical
points and our desire for Scotland
to lead the way on reducing
emissions to curb global warming
and climate chaos.
Further information is available at
https://www.stopclimatechaos.scot
and, from a specifically Christian
perspective, at
http://operationnoah.org/.

Fortified with information provided
by Stop Climate Chaos Scotland and

Lorna McLeod & Tim Greene
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Inspire
‘Inspire’ is Dunbar’s friendly, ecumenical women’s group, meeting
monthly on Wednesday evenings. Our next meetings are:
17th April Holy Week Evening Event (time and venue TBC)
1 May Peter Davey will speak on being a Guide Dog owner, and
Disability Awareness, at Judy Dale’s house

For more info, contact Heather (heather.kilfara@gmail.com)
or Chrissie (chrissiedunbar@btinternet.com)
All welcome!

Feast Day Communion Services in April and May
All beginning at 10.30am
Monday 29th April – Mark the Evangelist
Wednesday 1st May – Philip and James, Apostles
Tuesday 14th May – Matthias the Apostle
Friday 31st May – Visitation of Mary to Elizabeth
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Holy week and Easter
at St Anne’s
Sunday 14th April
10am: Palm Sunday Eucharist
Monday 15th April
11.30am: Chrism Mass, St
Mary’s Cathedral, Edinburgh
Wednesday 17th April
10am: Lent Book Group
Maundy Thursday 18th April
10.30am: Eucharist & Discussion
Group
7pm: Maundy Eucharist with
stripping of the altar
Good Friday 19th April
2pm: Stations of the Cross
7pm: Compline
Saturday 20th April
10am: Preparation of the Church
10am: Community Easter Egg Hunt starting at Parish Church Hall
Easter Sunday 21st April
10am: All Age Festival Eucharist & Easter egg hunt!
2.30pm: Let’s Sing Easter Special
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Sunday Readings for April and May
If you swap with another reader, please let Diana know. Thank
you.
7th April - Lent 5
Philippians 3.4b-14; John 12:1-8
14th April - Palm Sunday
Please speak to Diana and Liz
18th April - Maundy Thursday
Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14; John 13:1-17, 31b-25
21st April - Easter Day
Acts 10:34-43; Luke 24:1-12
28th April – Easter 2 – Methodist Worship
Acts 5:27-32; John 20:19-end
5th May – Easter 3 – All Age Worship with Belhaven Hill School
Acts 9:1-6; John 21:1-19
12th May – Easter 4 – Vocations Sunday
Acts 9:36-end; John 10:22-30
19th May – Easter 5 – Sea Sunday
Please check with Diana
26th May – Easter 6 – Methodist Worship
Acts 16:9-15; John 5:1-9
2nd June –Easter 7
Acts 16:16-34; John 17:20-end
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Rotas for April and May
If you swap with another person on the rota, please let Diana
know. Thank you.
7th April
Sidesman
M Ling
Reading
R Ling
Coffee
A&S Dickerson
Chalice
S Morgan
Intercession and Gospel S Morgan
14th April
Sidesman
A Swan
Reading
M Cockburn
Coffee
J Ramage
Chalice
Liz Gordon
Intercession and Gospel G Wilson
21st April
Sidesman
A Crowhurst
Reading
J Rea
Coffee
E McVitie
Chalice
G Wilson
Intercession and Gospel J Fleming
28th April
Sidesman
G Harley
Reading
C Kavanagh
Coffee
R&M Ling
Chalice
D Mumford
Intercession and Gospel D Mumford
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5th May
Sidesman
Reading
Coffee
Chalice
Intercession and Gospel

M Ling
S Ritchie
A&S Dickerson
S Morgan
J Fleming

12th May
Sidesman
Reading
Coffee
Chalice
Intercession and Gospel

A&S Dickerson
R Ling
E McVitie
Liz G
S Morgan

19th May
Sidesman
Reading
Coffee
Chalice
Intercession and Gospel

G Harley
C Kavanagh
J Ramage
Liz G
Liz G

26th May
Sidesman
Reading
Coffee
Chalice
Intercession and Gospel

A Crowhurst
S Ritchie
A Swan
G Wilson
G Wilson

2nd June
Sidesman
Reading
Coffee
Chalice
Intercession and Gospel

J Rea
J Rea
J Ramage
S Morgan
J Fleming
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Regular Services
Sunday
10:00 am - Holy Communion
2:30 pm, third Sunday of the month - Let’s Sing

Wednesday
12:00 noon – Midday Prayer

Thursday
10:30 am - Holy Communion, followed by coffee and discussion

Church festivals
10:30 am - Holy Communion, followed by coffee and discussion
Please see pg20 for details

Contact Details for the Rector
The Rev’d Diana Hall
St Anne’s House, 1 Westgate, Dunbar, EH42 1JL.
Tel: 07970 105 725
Email: rector.stannesdunbar@gmail.com
The rector’s rest day is Tuesday.

www.stannesdunbar.org.uk
St Anne’s Church is Scottish Charity Number SC010950
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