
Minutes of the Hanborough Parish Council
33/2014

At the meeting of Hanborough Parish Council held at 7.15 pm on Tuesday 8th July 2014 in the Pavilion Main Hall, the 
following were present:
Mr Mike Baggaley (Chair) Mrs Gill Battams Mr Peter Brittin Mr Niels Chapman
Mr Philip Earnshaw (Vice Chair) Mrs Vicky Field Mr David Tee
In attendance: Mr Adrian Edwards, Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), Mr Jon Gammage (Clerk) and
Mr Colin Dingwall (District Councillor)

Members of the public attending: Over one hundred members of the public were present.
The Chairman welcomed visitors and guests to the meeting and outlined proceedings for the Pye presentation to 
Councillors.  He noted that the meeting was primarily for councillors and that the main opportunity for public 
consultation would be at the event planned for the 15th of July in the Pavilion.

37. Public participation session: Pye Homes presentation on proposed development between Hanborough & Freeland.
Pye Homes were represented by Graham Flint – Pye Homes, John Ashton – West Waddy Architects and Daniel Hayman 
– Meeting Place Communications.
Mr Hayman reported that the newsletter describing the proposal had been distributed to many homes in the area and 
confirmed the date of the public consultation as mentioned in the Chairmans welcome.  He also displayed an enlarged 
map of the proposal as shown on the newsletter.  Mr Ashton explained that the proposal had been brought forward as 
WODC had been unable to identify sufficient land for development in its local plan.  This has created the opportunity for 
proposals such as this which is for 362 dwellings of 2 to 5 bedrooms with associated parking and link roads off the 
A4095.  50% are to be affordable, i.e. a mix of rent and shared ownership.

Councillors had prepared some questions in advance of the meeting as follows:
1. Our village school is already at capacity and has insufficient places for the children's who already wish to attend. What
plans do you have to address this, and do these plans relate to Hanborough Manor School, Freeland School or both?
Discussions between the Parish Council and Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) Pupil Planning Officer indicate that a 
development of this size would require an extra 90 primary school places.
Answer: Freeland and Manor School will be part of the Eynsham Academy Partnership and Pye will work with them to 
facilitate additional places as required.

2. Have the head teachers and Education Authority been consulted about any proposals to address this increased need, 
where would any school expansion take place and if consulted what was the response to your proposals?
Answer: Pye representatives had met with Eynsham Academy Partnership.  There are no detailed plans as yet.  Mr 
Hayman noted that it was the County Councils responsibility to provide school places.
In response, the Chair of the School Governors challenged the accuracy of the meeting account on the Pye website which
he felt implied more a detailed discussion than had actually taken place.

3. On your website you state that "A detailed Transport Assessment will be undertaken for the final scheme, to 
understand potential movements generated by the development". Surely once you have outline permission it will be too 
late to undertake such a study so have you already consulted the Highways Department about the potential impact of such
a large development on the already extremely busy A4095, A40, and A44? If so what was their response and proposal for
overcoming this issue?
Answer: Mr Hayman responded that a transport consultant is involved and will be attending the consultation event when 
a traffic report will be available.  The consultant considers similar developments and traffic flow for models current and 
10+ year road capacity.  Mr Hayman went on to explain that traffic slows for junctions, roundabouts and bends in roads 
causing congestion.
It was noted from the floor that previous OCC surveys had indicated that traffic noise is currently close to limits and 
there were reports of damage to property from excessive traffic.

4. Will the potential development be just housing, or will it include shops, doctors / dentist surgery or other facilities? If 
not, have you consulted the current doctors surgery about their ability to absorb such a large influx of new patients, and if
so what was their response?
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Answer: Mr Hayman responded that the development will be purely residential.  Statuary consultees include health and 
utility providers and there had been no discussion with the GP surgery to date.  Mr Ashton stated that it can take up to 26 
weeks for utilities to respond and advance information is difficult to obtain.  These discussions are ongoing and will not 
delay an application.  A likely timetable for an application will be within 6 months.
It was noted from the floor by a local GP that there is no capacity to provide extra services or to expand the current site. 

5. Have you consulted the Planning Officers and if so what was their response to such a significant development that 
would bring closer the eventual merging of the villages of Long Hanborough and Freeland?
Answer: Mr Hayman responded that the intention is to retain a green barrier but went on the acknowledge that there is no
guarantee that this would be protected.  The plan includes a strip of bushes and trees along the south western edge.

6. Your proposal states that the development will consist of 362 houses of which 50% will be affordable houses. You 
state on your website that "we are keen to make sure that the affordable homes provided best reflect local need".  What 
evidence do you have that there is sufficient demand in the parishes of Hanborough and Freeland  to fill 181 affordable 
homes? If there is not sufficient demand who will occupy them?
Answer: Mr Hayman responded that Pye will discuss local needs with providers such as Cottsway and Sovereign.

Mr Hayman put forward that the development was considered to be a sustainable development due to Hanborough's 
shops, large employers at the business park, rail links and other facilities.  Councillors challenged this on the basis of the 
National Planning Policy Framework criterion which defines “economic, social and environmental gains” and questioned
how this could be achieved through such rapid development.
Mr Ashton acknowledged that a ratio of 2.5 x 362 dwellings would bring around 900 new residents to the parish.
Councillors noted that this would result in the number of homes and the parish population increasing by nearly a third.

Mr Flint noted that he had spent the meeting recording all concerns and comments made.  He recognised that all 
proposals such as this bring out a NIMBY attitude from residents but that as a developer they prefer one large site to 
developing many smaller ones.  Councillors stated that while council has supported proportionate developments, this one 
would overwhelm the parish and existing infrastructure.  Mr Flint also stated that Pye will not wait for WODC to have 
their Local Plan approved and if refused the application will be appealed to the Secretary of State.

The Chairman brought the session to a close and thanked everyone for attending.  The meeting was adjourned for 20 
minutes while members of the public left the room.
38. To receive apologies for absence: Apologies for absence were received from Mr Hugh Burton & Mr Steve Nicholls.

39. To sign, as a correct record, the minutes of the meeting held on 10th June 2014
It was resolved  , to approve the minutes of the meeting of 10  th   June 2014 as an accurate record of the meeting.

40. To receive declarations of pecuniary interest from Councillors relating to agenda items: None received.

The Chairman paid tribute to Cllr John Edwards who passed away in June.  Councillors voiced their great sadness and 
their thoughts are with his family at this sad time.  Councillors also commented on the large turnout at his funeral which 
reflected his place as a well known and well loved member of the community.

41. Matters of report arising from the previous minutes
41.1. The Clerk reported that all actions from the June minutes were complete.
41.2. (31) Cllr Battams reported that flowers presented to Mrs Rostron & Mrs Braybrooke-Tucker were well received.

42. Reports from Parish Council Working Groups
42.1. Community Liaison Working Group:  No meeting held.
42.2. Environment Group:
42.2.1. (24.1) Corn Hide eco area. Cllr Earnshaw reported that he met with Sovereign Vale (SV) & local residents on 11th

June.  SV are looking to confirm who owns the land.  Currently the area is not very accessible.  Easier access is possible 
but would need discussion with Blenheim.  Local residents would like to see the area improved.
42.2.2. (24.2) Railway bridge safety markings: The Clerk has chased this again our County Councillor.
42.2.3. (30) Parade parking: Cllr Earnshaw reported that all parties agreed with the 7 bay approach suggested by 
Councillors last month and the painting would take place shortly.  He also suggested that the bollards could be repainted.

Action:   Clerk to make arrangements
42.3. Finance, Grants & Administration:
42.3.1. Grant application from the Gardening Club:  Cllr Brittin reported that further to June minute ref. 25.3.2, further 
information had been provided about costs for this grant application.
It was resolved by vote   to approve a grant of £125 to the Gardening Club for a provision of a speaker at a club meeting.
42.3.2. Grant application from the Manor School Council:  Cllr Brittin reported that a request for support with a project 
to renovate a pond on the school grounds had been received.  £1000 had been pledged towards the £1550 project by the 
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PTA and other activities.  Councillors considered the amount requested against the remaining Parish Council grant 
budget and proposed a contribution of £275 which is 50% of the shortfall.  Councillors also looked forward to seeing the 
time-lapse video of the project work.
It was resolved by vote   to approve a grant of £275.

42.4. Leisure Facilities/Play Areas: The Environmental Assistant will be on holiday from 12th  - 20th July.  The Clerk 
usually provides cover but is also on leave at the time.  Cllr Tee offered to visit on 17th July and Cllr Battams on 19th July.

43. Financial Matters
43.1. The monthly financial summary was presented and reviewed.
43.2. To approve the monthly payment schedule of accounts from 11/06/2014 to 08/07/2014
It was resolved by vote   to approve the payment of the following Schedule of Accounts.
Receipts:
05/06/2014 Cooperative Interest Interest     0.29
03/07/2014 Banbury Memorials Cemetery Fees 130.00
03/07/2014 Banbury Memorials Cemetery Fees 130.00
Payments:
08/07/2014 103071, 103072, 103073 Staff Salary & Expenses
08/07/2014 103074 Post Office HMRC PAYE 152.80
08/07/2014 103075 Hanborough Garden Club Grant 125.00
08/07/2014 103076 Thames Water Utilities   16.39
08/07/2014 103077 Oxfordshire County Council Pension Fund 340.46
08/07/2014 103078 Hanborough Manor School Grant 275.00

43.3. The RFO noted that discussions in held in March about appointing the internal auditor had not been minuted.  
Councillors recalled the discussion and asked for it to be minuted that ABS Accounting were selected.

44. Planning
44.1. Applications received, PC response pending
14/0911/P/FP 74 Church Road, Long Hanborough.

Removal of existing dwelling and erection of two dwellings and formation of vehicular access.
14/0912/P/AC NMC Sportif 14 Witney Road Long Hanborough

Erection of one internally illuminated free standing double sided totem sign.
14/0926/P/FP 33 Church Road, Long Hanborough.

Erection of two storey front extension.

44.2. Applications received and PC response made
14/0759/P/FP Thatched Cottage, Church Road, Long Hanborough
14/0760/P/LB Erection of single storey rear extension (including listed building consent).

The Parish Council did not make any comments.
14/0807/P/FP The Old Rectory, Church Road, Long Hanborough.

Erection of Greenhouse.
The Parish Council did not make any comments.

44.3. Planning application decisions notified by WODC:
14/0568/P/FP 81 Marlborough Crescent Long Hanborough

Change of use of garage to dog grooming business.
Grant Subject to Conditions.

14/0635/P/FP Swan House 4 Millwood End Long Hanborough
Erection of garden shed, greenhouse and storage shed.
Grant Subject to Conditions.

14/0662/P/FP 46 Millwood End Long Hanborough
Removal of existing garage and erection of two storey extension (to allow additional single storey 
extension and roof lights).
Grant Subject to Conditions.

44.4. Planning applications pending decision
LP.0010/14 OCC: Minerals and waste consultation.
14/0684/P/FP Land Adj Riely Close Long Hanborough
14/0759/P/FP Thatched Cottage, Church Road, Long Hanborough
14/0760/P/LB Erection of single storey rear extension (including listed building consent).
14/0807/P/FP The Old Rectory, Church Road, Long Hanborough.
14/0911/P/FP 74 Church Road, Long Hanborough.
14/0926/P/FP 33 Church Road, Long Hanborough.

44.5. Cllr Chapman circulated some initial comments on the Pye Homes proposal for consideration by Councillors.  He 
asked for comments and feedback shortly after the Pye consultation on the 15th July so that he could build on the current 
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content with a view to sharing it with all residents as a Parish Council consultation.  He also agreed to represent the 
Parish Council at the Pye consultation event in order to hear as many locals views as possible.
It was noted that there is a growing Facebook page on the subject.
Cllr Dingwall suggested that council consider engaging a professional planning consultant to support the Parish Council.

45. To review current working groups and members
Cllr Earnshaw circulated his proposed new working groups after the last meeting and a number of Councillors had 
responded to express interest in joining different groups.  Cllr Earnshaw had added possible names to each group and 
circulated this in the meeting for consideration.
It was resolved by vote   to accept the new groups as proposed.

The new groups and members are to be as follows:
• Planning and the Environment: Primary Members: Mike Baggaley, Niels Chapman, David Tee

Secondary Members: Gill Battams, Hugh Burton, Vicky Field 
• Community and Leisure: Primary Members: Gill Battams, Vicky Field, Steve Nicholls

Secondary Members: Peter Brittin, Niels Chapman, Philip Earnshaw
• Parish Projects: Primary Members: Peter Brittin, Hugh Burton, Philip Earnshaw 

Secondary Members: Mike Baggaley, Steve Nicholls, David Tee
• Parish Business: Members: Chairman, Vice-Chair, RFO, Clerk, one form each of above groups

Action:   Primary group members to arrange initial meeting and select a leader.

46. To consider creating a working group to develop WW1 commemoration plans
Councillors agreed that this activity would be covered by the Parish Projects Working Group.

47. To agree to an August meeting if required
Councillors agreed that due all the planning activity at the moment a meeting would be required.

48. New councillors: To agree recruitment process and potential interview date
The Clerk reported that he had received six letters expressing an interest in the role and copies of each candidates letter 
had been circulated to Councillors.  Councillors commented on the high standard of applicants and agreed to interview 
all.  Cllrs Field, Chapman and Baggaley agreed to form the interview panel.

Action  : Clerk to invite candidates for interviews at the Welcome Room on Monday 14  th   July from 6pm. 

49. At 9:30pm members voted to suspend Standing Orders so that the main business remaining could be completed.

50. To consider request from Freeland Parish Council to have residents buried at our parish burial ground
The RFO reported that residents from outside of the parish can already be buried at the burial ground but pay double fee. 
He calculated that if Hanborough was the primary site for additional burials from Freeland would shorten the period until
full from around 80 – 85 years down to around 60 – 65 years.
It was resolved   to continue to allow Freeland residents use of the burial ground and to review use after 5 years. 

51. Tennis Court project: To consider agreeing to project and funding up to £40,000 over and above grants
The RFO circulated a report on council finances that indicated that if the Council was to spend £40,000 on the Tennis 
Courts Project we would have £25,000 left in general reserves. This represents 35% of our annual budget. If you include 
the ring fenced fund (not the emergency fund) we have reserves of around 55% of our annual budget.  He advised that 
Parish Council can afford to pay for this project without leaving itself short of funds.
Cllr Brittin presented an overview of the project which includes new fencing, resurfacing & marking up of 2 areas for 
tennis & multi-sports, recessed goals along with new nets/posts and lighting including replacing the broken post.
Councillors voiced concerns over the fact that the HPFA could sell the playing fields land providing that it was replaced 
with somewhere similar and agreed that it would be prudent to review arrangements.
It was resolved by majority vote   with one abstention to go ahead with the project and allocate a maximum of £40,000.

52. To consider purchase of a battery powered hedge trimmer for the Environmental Assistant
Due to the late running of the meeting and non-urgency of this item it was agreed to defer to August.

53. Reports from Community Groups & Organisations: No reports received.
54. Report of Clerk:  No report received.
55. Report of District Councillor:  No report received.
56. Miscellaneous items from Members:  None.

The meeting was closed at 10:00pm. The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 12th August in The Greenway Room.
The Chairman.  12th August 2014
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